Here are five reasons surviving spouses should be members of
MOAA.

By Dr. Vivianne Wersel, MOAA Surviving Spouse Advisory Council
member

Unfortunately, MOAA chapters lose members due to death. It is
essential to recognize that for Life members of MOAA, their
membership transfers to their spouse upon their death. But surviving
spouses of military officers can also join MOAA on their own. The
advantages of surviving spouses joining MOAA include:

. A MOAA surviving spouse membership unlocks unique
benefits. These include a robust support network tailored to their
needs, dedicated advocacy on issues directly impacting surviving
spouses, and a wealth of resources designed to guide them through
life's challenges after loss. Encouraging a surviving spouse to join
MOAA is an excellent source for maintaining and growing chapter
membership.

. As MOAA members, surviving spouses are welcomed into
a community of peers who understand their unique journey. They
receive updates on benefits and programs, participate in
interpersonal and group activities, and find support and commitment.
Joining MOAA bridges the knowledge gap that often follows the loss
of a military spouse, ensuring all aspects are addressed. It is
important to note that many surviving spouses might not know they
can join MOAA, even if their military spouses were not members.

. MOAA surviving spouses gain access to various
communication and support channels tailored to their membership
level. These include telephone, email, magazines, websites, social
media, virtual meetings, and webinars. This comprehensive range of
options ensures they can always contact MOAA for assistance


https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-council/dr.-vivianne-wersel/

regardless of location or specific needs.

. Research published in Jeffrey Saltzman’s blog indicates
age does not influence why one should join an organization. People
join because they seek similarity, regardless of generation gaps.
The MOAA Surviving Spouses and Friends Facebook group is an
example. The group includes military survivors from different war
eras, all joined for a common goal. As a MOAA member, surviving
spouses can relate to like members with similar backgrounds and be
associated with the nation’s largest and most influential association
of military officers. The MOAA Surviving Spouse Virtual
Chapter caters to surviving spouses with monthly Zoom meetings
and, every other month, a guest presenter.

Email MSSVC02@gmail.com to request membership or for more
information.

. Surviving spouses can also join their local geographic
chapter of MOAA, connecting them with other MOAA members and
their spouses.

MOAA has over 360,000 members, with surviving spouses
comprising 13% of MOAA's total membership. Membership is open
to active duty, former, retired, and National Guard and Reserve
commissioned and warrant officers of the uniformed services and
their surviving spouses. Membership benefits vary depending on the
level of membership. Learn more at this link.

Joining MOAA provides surviving spouses with advocacy,
community, resources, and practical support, helping them navigate
the complexities of life after loss. Speak with a surviving spouse in
your network about joining MOAA today, then encourage them to
join the MOAA Surviving Spouses Virtual Chapter.
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